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Response to questions put to candidates of Western Sydney 
electorates  
 
Julie Owens, ALP candidate for the seat of Parramatta 
30 August 2013 
 
 
1. Making housing affordability a key goal of all Governments. 
The National Affordable Housing Agreement of 2008 and subsequent agreements have committed 
federal government to play the leading role in delivering strategies directed to the outcomes of the 
agreement.  
 
The outcomes of the version of the agreement effective from December 2012 
are that:  

(a) people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness achieve sustainable housing and social 
inclusion;  
 
(b) people are able to rent housing that meets their needs;  
 
(c) people can purchase affordable housing;  
 
(d) people have access to housing through an efficient and responsive housing market;  
 
(e) Indigenous people have the same housing opportunities (in relation to homelessness services, 
housing rental, housing purchase and access to housing through an efficient and responsive housing 
market) as other Australians; and  
 
(f) Indigenous people have improved housing amenity and reduced overcrowding, particularly in 
remote areas and discrete communities.  
 
Q1: What is your party’s commitment to the goals of the National Affordability Agreement?  
How will it help attain these outcomes? 

Housing affordability will always be a major priority for the Federal Labor Government.  The 
Federal Labor Government understands the various issues that need to be balanced and 
considered in providing affordable and social housing including economic, social and 
infrastructure factors. We have a proud record of helping to deliver affordable housing for 
Australians and their families.  
  
It is not acceptable that in Australia, a relatively wealthy country, so many Australians are 
homeless.  That is why the Rudd Labor Government has made addressing homelessness a 
national priority. Under the first National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness, 
the Government together with the states and territories has committed $1.1 billion to 
provide new and better integrated accommodation and support services. To ensure the 
continued provision of important homelessness services $320 million of joint funding will be 
provided through the transitional National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness in 
2013-14. This includes approximately $43 million in Commonwealth funding for capital and 
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development projects that help people move out of homelessness into safe and sustainable 
housing.  The transitional agreement is an important first step towards an accountable, 
integrated and holistic response to homelessness for beyond 2014.  
  
Since 2008, the Federal Labor Government has invested $31 billion to make housing more 
affordable and assist people to move out of homelessness. This is the largest single 
investment in housing affordability in Australian history. 
 
2. Increase rent assistance for struggling renters 
The Henry Tax Review recommended an increase in Commonwealth Rental Assistance to help the 
hundreds of thousands of low income households meet the rising costs of housing. This proposal has 
since been supported by the Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS). 
 
Q2: How does your party propose to address the needs of households experiencing rental stress?  
 

The Federal Labor Government is also helping low-income earners by providing rent 
assistance to around 1.2 million individuals and families. This assistance reduces the portion 
of recipients in housing stress from 68.2 per cent to 40.8 per cent. The Federal Labor 
Government provides more than $3 billion a year on Commonwealth Rent Assistance (CRA) 
to more than 1.2 million individuals and families including 229,000 individuals and couples 
aged 65 years and over.  In March 2013, the average amount of CRA paid to people 65 year 
and over was $100 a fortnight.  To maintain the real value of CRA, maximum rates and rent 
thresholds are adjusted in line with the Consumer Price Index in March and September each 
year. The Federal Labor Government also provides funding to the States and Territories to 
deliver public housing to people in need.  Federal Labor provided $2.2 billion in 2011-12 to 
State and Territory Governments for housing assistance through the National Affordable 
Housing Specific Purpose Payment and related agreements. 
 
3. Build more affordable housing 
The Housing Supply Council has identified a need to build 20,000 affordable homes per year for the 
next ten years to meet the expected demand for affordable housing and meet the goals of the 
National Affordable Housing Agreement. 
Q3: What will you and the party you represent be doing at the federal level to meet this demand, 
if elected to government?  
Will you support a second tranche of 50,000 homes delivered over 5 years under the highly 
successful National Rental Affordable Housing Scheme? 
 

The Rudd Labor Government is committed to deliver 50,000 new, more affordable rental 
homes into National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS) by 30 June 2016, and meeting an 
interim target of 35,000 new more affordable dwellings by June 2014.  The Rudd Labor 
Government’s commitment to these targets is demonstrated by recent calls for: 
  

         The ‘shovel-ready’ round, which will support a further 2,000 new affordable homes, 

to be substantially completed by 30 June 2014 and available for rent by December 

2014; and 

         Round Five which will support a further 10,000 homes, to be delivered and available 

for rent by 30 June 2016. 
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Together these rounds represent a $1.2 billion commitment to improving housing 
affordability across Australia.  
  
The Federal Labor Government has also been working with the States and Territories to 
reduce impediments to housing supply, by improving efficiencies in planning and approval 
processes.  The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) publicly released the Housing 
Supply and Affordability Reform Report on 30 August 2012.  The Federal Labor Government 
has been working with the States through COAG's Select Council on Housing and 
Homelessness to pursue key reforms, such as:  
  

         Removing barriers to a greater dwelling mix such as minimum block-size 

requirements.  

         Deeming that planning and referral authorities have approved a development 

application if they do not respond within mandated timeframes.  

         Imposing mandatory timeframes on local councils’ rezoning decisions.  

         Greater use of code-based frameworks for dual occupancy and multi-unit dwellings 

to streamline approvals. 

The Federal Labor Government has directly contributed to the construction of one in every 
20 new homes since coming to office through programs such as our $6 billion investment in 
social housing, which is delivering more than 21,600 social housing homes across the nation; 
and the $4.5 billion National Rental Affordability Scheme which provides incentive 
payments to build 50,000 affordable rental homes. 
 
 
4. A fairer tax system 
Research by academic Judith Yates has identified homeowners enjoy huge tax benefits from owning 
a home which make them on average $8000 per year wealthier that renters, even though they have 
more assets and typical higher incomes than renters.  
Q.4: If elected to government, what will your party be doing to make the taxation of homes and 
investment properties fair, so the tax systems doesn’t continue to benefit people with more assets 
and household income? What role will you play in achieving this? 
 

Allowing people to claim a tax deduction for expenses incurred in earning assessable 
income, including interest expenses, is a general principle in Australia’s tax laws. Removing 
the ability of taxpayers to negatively gear investment properties would distort investment 
choices by treating geared investments in property more harshly than other geared 
investments such as shares.   
  
Federal Labor has been working with the States and Territories on examining supply 
constraints in the housing market.  As a result, the Council of Australian Governments 
agreed in 2012 to recommendations in the Housing Supply and Affordability Reform Report 
to improve land-use planning processes, to increase transparency around infrastructure 
charges for new developments, and to ensure that government land holdings are being used 
efficiently. 
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Federal Labor also recognises that first home buyers often struggle to raise sufficient funds 
to cover the costs of home purchase and has introduced a number of initiatives to assist 
borrowers, particularly first home buyers. To help first home buyers save a deposit for the 
purchase of a first home, Federal Labor introduced First Home Saver Accounts.  The 
Government makes a contribution of 17 per cent for all individuals on the first $6,000 
(indexed) of personal contributions made each year.   
  
These accounts complement the Rudd Labor Government’s policies to increase the supply of 
affordable housing.   
  
Over nearly two years, it has become more affordable for Australians to buy a home. The 
average standard variable rate of 6.20 per cent offered by banks for home loans is now well 
below what it was when the Liberals left office (8.55% at December 2007). With the RBA 
board’s recent interest rate cut, this standard variable rate will fall further. This means more 
money in the pockets of Australian families — a family will be saving around $6,000 a year 
on a $300,000 home loan compared to November 2007. Our economic management kept 
unemployment low, helped to contain inflation and enabled the RBA to keep interest rates 
low. 
 
 
5. Strategies recommended by the Western Sydney Housing Coalition (see page 7 & 8 of attached 
Draft Issues Paper 28 June) 
The attached paper contains affordable housing strategies recommended as a result of community 
forums held by the Western Sydney Housing Coalition.  
 
Q5: Which two strategies do you think have most potential for addressing affordable housing  
need in Western Sydney. How do you see them working if applied? What would your party do to 
help these strategies be put into practice? 
 
Promoting better understanding about the need for affordable housing and to overcome 
community prejudice against these types of development 
If re-elected, I would actively engage with local community housing and residential tenancies groups 
to raise awareness and educate our community on the importance of affordable and community 
housing and about the importance of residential diversity when it comes to housing developments in 
our local area. A re-elected Federal Labor Government will continue to view housing affordability as 
one of its highest priorities and we will continue to work with the NSW State Government and we 
will continue to invest in housing affordability programs like the National Rental Affordability 
Scheme to help ensure that housing affordability is improved in Parramatta and across the country.  
 

 Incentives for 619 new homes in Parramatta have been allocated already under the National 
Rental Affordability Scheme, more than half of which (319) are tenanted or available for 
rent. 

 Under Federal Labor’s Social Housing Initiative and our National Partnership Agreement on 
Social Housing, we have delivered more than 186 new social housing dwellings in the 
electorate of Parramatta, with repairs and maintenance on more than 1,000 more.  

  
Advocating to Housing NSW to renew their older housing stock to improve amenity in local areas 
and reduce stigma about social housing tenants 
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Federal Labor campaigned strongly against the NSW Government ripping some of Labor’s Household 
Assistance Package payments from the pockets of public housing pensioners by cranking up public 
housing rents. If re-elected I will personally write to the NSW Minister for housing and seek a 
meeting to discuss this important issue and will continue to raise it with my federal caucus 
colleagues. A re-elected Federal Labor Government will continue to press this important issue – with 
the NSW Government – at every appropriate opportunity. 
 
 


