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1. Making housing affordability a key goal of all Governments. 
The National Affordable Housing Agreement of 2008 and subsequent agreements have committed 
federal government to play the leading role in delivering strategies directed to the outcomes of the 
agreement.  
 
The outcomes of the version of the agreement effective from December 2012 
 are that:  
 
(a) people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness achieve sustainable housing and social 
inclusion;  
 
(b) people are able to rent housing that meets their needs;  
 
(c) people can purchase affordable housing;  
 
(d) people have access to housing through an efficient and responsive housing market;  
 
(e) Indigenous people have the same housing opportunities (in relation to homelessness services, 
housing rental, housing purchase and access to housing through an efficient and responsive housing 
market) as other Australians; and  
 
(f) Indigenous people have improved housing amenity and reduced overcrowding, particularly in 
remote areas and discrete communities.  
 
Q1: What is your party’s commitment to the goals of the National Affordability Agreement?  
How will it help attain these outcomes? 
 
 

2. Increase rent assistance for struggling renters 

The Henry Tax Review recommended an increase in Commonwealth Rental Assistance to help the 

hundreds of thousands of low income households meet the rising costs of housing. This proposal has 

since been supported by the Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS). 

 

Q2: How does your party propose to address the needs of households experiencing rental stress?  
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3. Build more affordable housing 

The Housing Supply Council has identified a need to build 20,000 affordable homes per year for the 

next ten years to meet the expected demand for affordable housing and meet the goals of the 

National Affordable Housing Agreement.  

 

Q3: What will you and the party you represent be doing at the federal level to meet this demand, 

if elected to government?  

Will you support a second tranche of 50,000 homes delivered over 5 years under the highly 

successful National Rental Affordable Housing Scheme? 

 

4. A fairer tax system 

Research by academic Judith Yates has identified homeowners enjoy huge tax benefits from owning 

a home which make them on average $8000 per year wealthier that renters, even though they have 

more assets and typical higher incomes than renters.  

Q.4: If elected to government, what will your party be doing to make the taxation of homes and 

investment properties fair, so the tax systems doesn’t continue to benefit people with more assets 

and household income? What role will you play in achieving this? 

 

5. Strategies recommended by the Western Sydney Housing Coalition 

The attached paper contains affordable housing strategies recommended as a result of community 

forums held by the Western Sydney Housing Coalition.  

Q5: Which two strategies do you think have most potential for addressing affordable housing  

need in Western Sydney. How do you see them working if applied? What would your party do to 

help these strategies be put into practice? 

 

Candidates 

Please send  your responses to our questions to: 

Simon Emsley 

Fairfield Migrant Resource Centre 

cdac@fmrc.net 

PO Box 406 

Cabramatta NSW 2166 

 

 

Attached: Recommendations of Western Sydney Housing Coaltion conference `More Affordable 

Housing Faster’ 2012 
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