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Media Release 

Call for review of disclosure of the racial appearance of persons under 

suspicion 

14th February 2014 

Fairfield Migrant Resource Centre is concerned about the impact of  the public disclosure of 

information  about perpetrators of crime by the New South Wales police which may incite 

contempt of an individual or group because of race, colour, nationality, ethnicity or religious 

identity. 

The reported gang- rape of a young person in a public park in Blacktown is a crime which demands 

the fullest response from the Police and community. The purpose of the response should be to 

apprehend and charge those committing the offence and to maintain the rule of law and peace and 

well-being in the community.  

The public disclosure of the appearance of the alleged offenders may, however, serve to incite 

contempt of all members of the small and visually prominent African community settling in 

Sydney’s west, seriously risking the safety of all persons of that appearance. There is a serious 

risk that the force of public reaction to the news of the crime, in association with the ease with 

which persons of African appearance are identified in the community, may lead to harms and 

crimes committed at cost to many innocent persons.  

This being the case, the public disclosure of the alleged appearance of those committing the crime 

by media, acting on information provided by NSW Police, appears to constitute an act of racial 

vilification.  

The Centre encourages Police to act on any information available to assist the arrest of the 

criminals involved in the incident. It is, however, deeply concerned for the potential negative 

impacts to racial harmony and community safety arising from what has all the appearances of a 

state-sponsored act of racial vilification.  

The Centre therefore calls for: 
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 a review of Police practice in respect to the public disclosure of information which may 

incite contempt of an individual or group because of race, colour, nationality, ethnicity or 

religious identity.  

 adequate resources to be made available to address harms to individuals and communities 

felt by persons as a result of the recent disclosure. 

 State, local government and non-government agencies to engage community leaders to 

intensify efforts to quell any potential reprisal that may risk the lives of innocent members 

of the community. 

 

Contact: Clement Meru, Acting Executive Manager 

Fairfield Migrant Resource Centre, Ph. 9727 0477; Mob. 0423 669 013 

 


